
            Message from
the  Chairman

         We are happy to publish another e-Newsletter

about ASCON's activities and about our ideas for

the future journey. The unprecedented experience

of the Covid-19 has taught mankind many lessons.

Social distancing as a way of life has curiously

made us aware of the values of togetherness. In our

helplessness we have realized the folly of straying

away from the path of harmonious relationship with

nature. We have realized that sustainable way of

livelihood is no longer an option but a compulsion. 

We feel happy to say, in retrospect, that in our

activities so far ASCON has been sensitively

advocating for such a development strategy for the

NE and its neighbourhood and trying to give a voice

to the people to uphold such values.

You will find in the following pages that in this

period of gloom we have tried to keep up a

dialogue using the digital platform to discuss

opportunities for hope. We have tried to forge

friendship across borders to bring together people

who care for the environment of our living and are

willing to join hands to create a better future for

millions in the region. We are happy to have you with

us in this journey--a journey that no pandemic can

stop, for it is a journey of ideas, of coming together

of minds and of exploration. I would like to

compliment the entire Asian Confluence team led

by Director Shri Sabyasachi Dutta for making all this

possible and making sure that the voice of ASCON

is heard.

Mr. M.P.Bezbaruah, Chairman- 

Governing Council, Asian Confluence
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Asian Confluence launched the ASCON conversations, a

series of conversations with  senior policy makers

several senior academics, policy makers and

practitioners. Chairman of NITI Aayog, Dr. Rajiv Kumar

also shared his views on this series. 

To encourage a discourse on rivers and how they sustain

ecologies and civilisations, Asian Confluence launched

NADI conversations, as part of our NADI (river) initiative.

The inaugural address was given by HE Mr. Md. Shahriar

Alam, M.P. Hon'ble State Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Bangladesh.

Asian Confluence reached out to over 250 women

entrepreneurs in North eastern India providing a

platform for them to expand on their business ideas

under the AWE Idea Challenge in collaboration with the

US Consulate Kolkata. Other grassroots outreach

initiatives were launched with riverine communities in

Meghalaya.

Webinars saw participation from top academicians,

policy makers and practitioners who engaged in useful

and important dialogues of international, national and

regional importance. 

Asian Confluence  launched the first "Brahmaputra-

Ayeyarwady Dialogue: India Myanmar Cooperation for

Prosperous Border Zone" to discuss connectivity projects

underway between India and Myanmar and bring

together a renewed narrative of cooperation post-COVID

era. 

Key Publications on  crucial issues such as food security

and oral history of North east India  have been published.

https://www.asianconfluence.org/
https://www.asianconfluence.org/


HIGHLIGHTS 

NADI Conversations Inaugural Webinar
"Rivers are a part of our shared heritage."
- HE Mr. Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P. Hon'ble State Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh

India-Indonesia Relations: The Andaman-Aceh Perspective
"We both seek to enhance bilateral trade relations with a goal
of achieving 50 billion USD, also harping on how to establish a
greater connectivity in the form of India –Indonesia-Malaysia
growth triangle"
- HE Sidharto Reza Surodipuro, Ambassador of Indonesia to
India in his inaugural speech.

India’s North East: Development Challenges and Strategies in
the post COVID-19 Era
"NEWMA (North Eastern Water Management Authority) will be
fresh fruit squash in a new container"
- Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog

Brahmaputra - Ayeyarwady Dialogue
"The upcoming Trilateral Highway, Border Area Development
Porgram & Border Haats are a game changer for India-
Myanmar cooperation"
_ H.E Mr. Saurabh Kumar, Abassador of India to Myanmar

Young Thinkers' Forum 2020
"COPs keep happening but climate actions don't take place.
The Paris Accord is a very good resource available to us and we
must use it to combat climate change"
_ Mr. Suresh Prabhu, M.P of India; India's Sherpa to G20/G7
& former Union Minister for Environment & Forest,
Commerce & Industry & Railways

Deepening India-Sri Lanka Ties in the New World Order
"Sri Lanka will not allow its land or maritime territory to be
used to threaten the security of any other country and cannot
be a strategic security concern for India"
_ Admiral Jayanath Colombage (Retd.), Foreign Secretary of
Sri Lanka, Colombo 

"Andaman-Aceh perspective has brought to the fore, the
discourse that India and Indonesia are very close ‘physical
neighbours’ in addition to being cultural and spiritual
neighbours"
- HE Mr. Pradeep Rawat, Ambassador of India to Indonesia in
his inaugural speech in his inaugural speech.
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AsCon Conversations is a series of conversations which aims to discuss the topics of importance with experts
who can add a more nuanced view of the subject at hand. Topics covered include culture, diplomacy,
neighbourhood, economy and soft power. The focus of these conversations is to talk about issues which are
not widely discussed and provide on ground viable solutions to current challenges.

Conversations

India and the Neighbourhood

In conversation with Prof. S D Muni Distinguished Fellow, Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses  & Prof. Shibashis Chatterjee,
Director, School of International Relations and Strategic Studies,  Jadavpur
University, Kolkata.

India and the Neighbourhood: In the light of Sri Aurobindo 
Independence Day Special                                                                     

In conversation with Dr. B. B. Dutta, Former M.P,
Chairman, Aurobindo Institute of Indian Culture, Meghalaya,
Dr. Soumitra Basu, Founder-Director, Sri Aurobindo International Institute of
Integral Health and Research, Pondicherry  & Prof. Supriyo Bhattacharjee,
Assoc. Professor, Department of Economics, University of Kalyani, West
Bengal

India’s North East: Development Challenges and Strategies post
COVID-19 era

In conversation with Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice-Chairman- NITI Ayog  & Mr. M.P.
Bezbaruah, Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence,
and  Former Member, North Eastern Council.

Act East to Act Indo-Pacific: India’s Expanding Neighbourhood

Conversation opened by Prof. Sanjay Chaturvedi, Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Department of International Relations, South Asian University
(SAU), New Delhi with Capt Sarabjeet Singh Parmar, Executive Director,
National Maritime Foundation(NMF), New Delhi and Dr. Prabir De, Professor,
ASEAN-India Centre (AIC), RIS, New Delhi
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Dr. Lam Shabong; OSD and Director Meghalaya Basin
Development Authority (MBDA); 
Mr. H H Mohrmen; President- SURE NGO & Environmentalist,
Jowai, Meghalaya and, 
Ms. Lily Kharkrang; Joint Director of Agriculture (A & A),
Directorate of Agriculture ,Government of Meghalaya

NADI or River also stands for the nadis of energy that flow through our bodies keeping us alive. In
a similar manner, it is the rivers that sustain life and nurture our ecology and the civilisation.
Through the NADI conversations series we aimed to connect connect experts, practitioners and
relevant stakeholders from various disciplines dealing with the ecosystem of water, agriculture,
livelihood, inland waterways, trade, connectivity and tourism for a better understanding of the
region. Though the conversations were primarily directed towards the Ganga-Brahmaputra-
Meghna (GBM) Basin the discussions also dissected the roles of countries in South and South East
Asian countries and their stakes in the Mekong Basin. 

Distinguished Address: HE Mr. Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P,

Keynote: HE Amb. Riva Ganguly Das, High Commissioner of
India to Bangladesh.

       Hon’ble State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh.

Prof. Chandan Mahanta; Head-Dept. of Civil Engineering, IIT
Guwahati and his PhD research team

                                                        

Inaugural Webinar || Indo-Bangladesh Cooperation for Inland
Waterways Development: An enabler of inclusive and climate smart
economic growth

The Water Tower of Asia: Rivers, Communities, Livelihood and
Challenges

Water, Agriculture and Livelihoods: Perspectives from
Meghalaya

NADI Conversations

Mr Volker Lennart Plan, Country Head, Hanns Seidel with 

Sharachchandra Lele, Distinguished Fellow in Environmental Policy
and Governance at ATREE, Bangalore  
Mr. Sanjav Upadhyay, Managing Partner, Enviro Defense

                                                        
India’s Federal Responses to the Impacts of Climate Change on Water

Aparna Sawhney, Professor, Centre for International Trade and
Development School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University 
Dr Nandan Nawn, Associate Professor, Department of Policy Studies, TERI
School of Advanced Studies

Balancing Ecology and Economy: In light of Water Governance in India
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Meghna Conversation 1: 
Celebrating the Meghna River - A Shared Heritage

Meghna Conversation 3: 
Bringing People and Institutions Together for a Living

Meghna River

Meghna Conversation 2: 
Food Security and Disaster Risk Reduction -

Building Community Resilience

As part of this series, Asian Confluence in collaboration with IUCN hosted a three part series
webinars titled Meghna conversations. The series aimed to  improve participants’ understanding
of the cultural, social, ecological values and livelihood benefits provided by the Meghna River
Basin, and trigger discussion with experts on how to sustain and expand these benefits. Through
Meghna conversations we connected stakeholders from varied disciplines to create narratives as
well as an environment which can aid policymakers across borders of states and nations to
holistically address the issues of management and governance of the shared waters.

Dr. Medha Bisht, Senior Assistant Professor, Department of International
Relations, South Asian University, New Delhi, India, & 
Prof. Syed Jamil Ahmed, Department of Theatre and Performance
Studies, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Culture meets Hydrodiplomacy

Meghna  Conversations
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In the last  few months we hosted several webinars scoping for ideas to strengthen India’s voice
in multilateral cooperation at a time when collaborative regional multilateralism is needed the
most  We covered a lot of ground across the Bay of Bengal, BBIN, BIMSTEC , ASEAN and the
SAARC region.

Brahmaputra - Ayeyarwady Dialogue: India-
Myanmar Cooperation for Vibrant and Prosperous
Border Zones

Inaugural Address : H.E. Mr. Saurabh Kumar, Ambassador of India
to Myanmar & 
 H.E. Mr. Moe Kyaw Aung, Ambassador of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar to India 

Kindly click on the respective banner's to watch proceedings

Webinars

India-Indonesia Relations: The Andaman-Ache
Perspective
#AsConBayofBengalSeries

Inaugural Addresses: H.E. Mr. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro,
Ambassador of Indonesia to India &
H.E. Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rawat, Ambassador of India to Indonesia

Young Thinkers Conference : Climate Action and
Resilience in India’s East and North-East

Keynote Address: Mr Suresh Prabhu, Member of Parliament, India's
Sherpa to G20/G7; and former Union Minister for Environment &
Forest; Commerce, Industry & Railways

Rejuvenating South Asia: Toward New Sources of
Competitiveness (Part I)
Chair: Dr. Sanjay Kathuria, Senior Visiting Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research (CPR) & Former Lead Economist, the World Bank

Development, Prosperity and the Eastern
Neighbourhood: Voices from North Eastern States
of India
Opening Remarks: Amb. Rajiv Bhatia, IFS Retd
Special Remarks: Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah, IAS Retd. and Former
member NEC
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Deepening India - Sri Lanka Ties in the New World
Order

Chair:   Dr. T C A Raghavan, Director General, ICWA 
Opening Remarks:      Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General, RIS
& Mr. Bernard Goonetilleke, Chairman, Pathfinder Foundation 
Keynote Address: Admiral Jayanath Colombage (retired), Foreign
Secretary, Sri Lanka

Kindly click on the respective banner's to watch proceedings

Webinars
Rejuvenating South Asia: Toward New Sources of
Competitiveness (Part II)

Chair: Dr Sanjay Kathuria, Senior Visiting Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research (CPR) & Former Lead Economist, The World Bank, New
Delhi / Washing, D.C
Special Remarks: Mr. David Rasquinha, Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer, Export-Import Bank of India, Mumbai

Expert Speak

Amb.Gautam Muhkhopadhay

North East India and
Neighbours: Developing Greenscapes

Bay of Bengal: Sea of
Destiny and Hope. 

With Expert Speak, Asian Confluence aims to engage eminent experts for their insights on a post
COVID-19 world, on contentious issues like development funding, connectivity, trade, strategic
and security cooperation with particular emphasis on the Bay of Bengal region with North East
India at its epicenter.

Dr Vijay Sakhuja, Consultant Vivekananda
International   Foundation (VIF)
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The project is a joint initiative between Asian Confluence and Meghalaya Basin
Development Authority (MBDA) to gather evidence on critical water resource
management/conservation needs, challenges and solutions in select locations across the
state of Meghalaya. Furthermore, the project aims to identify and build capacities of
ground-level institutions on sustainable conservation of water resources and providing
opportunities to promote community-driven sustainable livelihoods hinging on tourism
linked to water resources, agri-horticulture and allied sectors, while adapting best
practices from the region and beyond.The project has completed its first phase of activities
that involved identifying and virtual scoping of 10 identified locations in the stae of
Meghalaya. Presently the next phase of the project is on, wherein local ground level
organisations ,entities and individuals are facilitating a primary survey and fact-finding
survey to collect evidence, perspectives and information on various aspects, including
water resources, forestry, agri-horticulture, tourism, fisheries, cultural nuances, the culture
and key stories of the identified locations.

Building ground-up evidence, capacity and networks for sustainable action on
water and tourism in Meghalaya

Ongoing Projects

Academy for Women Entrepreneurs (AWE) - Strengthening Women
Entrepreneurship in North East India

Asian Confluence is proud to launch the first ever Academy of Women Entrepreneurs (AWE)
programme in India in collaboration with the U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata.. The project
aims to enhance and strengthen women entrepreneurship in the North East states of India
by connecting and training identified women entrepreneurs and building a network of
committed partners. Specific objectives include training 75 emerging women entrepreneurs
across five states of northeast India on business ideas, planning and communication skills,
fostering networks that will provide an access to peer-to-peer mentorship, business
partners, and scaling opportunities with businesses in the region and in the United States,
and providing specific hand-holding support, exposure and seed funding  for pitching
business ideas by five (5) selected women entrepreneurs as pilot initiatives. The project is
envisaged as a starting point for further and deeper engagement around women
entrepreneurship and gender dimensions of trade in the region. The programme was
launched on September 1, 2020, through the AWE India Idea Challenge, which invted
innovative business ideas from women entrepreneurs from the five North Eastern states of
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya and Nagaland Asian Confluence has been
working for quite some time on  creating a more nuanced gendered space in the
development agenda and in  North East and the AWE programme will be a crucial enabler
to this end.
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Asian Confluence is implementing this project in collaboration with the U.S. Consulate, Kolkata.

The project aims to leverage and connect US State Department alumni from East India, Nepal,

Bangladesh and Bhutan to create a multi-disciplinary and multi-country platform for exchange,

networking and enhancing leadership skills. The initiative, which will culminate with a one-and-

half-day Regional Dialogue in Kolkata, is envisaged to enable future collaborations among US

State Department alumni from the region to further entrepreneurship, gender inclusion and

sustainability and in turn, strengthen the action and discourse for an open, stable and

prosperous Indo-Pacific region.Given the present pandemic situation and restrictions in place,

the main activity of this project, viz. the Regional Alumni Conference, originally scheduled for

March 19-20, 2020, was indefinitely postponed. Based on the progress with the improvements

in the pandemic situation, a new date will be decided for the conference, which will be

organised either virtually or in-person, depending on existing conditions and restrictions.  It is

likely to be organised sometime next year.

Ongoing Projects

Asian Confluence and the Hans Seidel Foundation are working a  project “Water

Federalism 2.0” as a follow up to the conference help last year on the same topic. A

edited volume with contributions from top experts in the field of federalism and water

governance is going be released at the end of the year.

Regional Alumni Conference:  Promoting an Open, Stable, and Prosperous
Indo-Pacific

Rural Outreach  
Asian Confluence has not been immune to the

challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Engaging the third space remotely could have

possibly jeopardised Asian Confluence's grass roots

approach to reach out to the beneficiaries. The team

reinvented their approach and through a massive

remote rural outreach initiative, reached out to the

remotest communities living in Arunachal Pradesh,

Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland and Assam to provide

them with platforms and boosters to reinvigorate and

grow their sources of livelihood.

https://www.asianconfluence.org/projects/ecology-water-
https://www.asianconfluence.org/projects/culture
https://www.asianconfluence.org/projects/ecology-water-


In the present times, the world is facing substantial health, nutritional
and agrarian challenges that are further complicated by the looming
threat of climate change, which is expected to compound all kinds of
problems that face our civilisations and existence. In this context, it is
extremely important to review our strategies,development paths and
also inform planning accordingly. One of the major human activities
that affect all the three challenges mentioned, above, viz. health,
nutrition and agrarian economy is agricultural policies and practice.....
read more

This paper deals with a few problems of oral history
especially in terms of ‘primary orality’, which characterize verbal
expression in pre-literate societies. It  emphasizes on a few cases
related to the pre-literate societies of India’s northeastern
region where historical records from pre-modern times are scant.
However, it would be shown as to how some of these oral traditions
based on certain beliefs operated (and still operate) in the collective
memory of the concerned communities... read more

ASCON Brief- Food Security in the backdrop of climate change:
Millets for North East India || Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian
Confluence

Some of our collaborators 

ASCON Monograph- The other Dimension of Oral History: In
Light of Oral Traditions || Abhijit Choudhury
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